
 

 

November 11, 2013 
Unfathomable 

I’m still hooked on Judge Erickson’s words at the sentencing of Hope Tomahawk 
Whiteshield.  

"The fact that no one sought help for this child is unfathomable," Erickson 
said. 

I wonder if he was aware that he was speaking of those above Thomas Sullivan in 
the ACF/HHS?  Was he aware of how many times people had reached out to save 
Laurynn and her twin sister as well as over 100 other children?  

Was he aware that Tim Purdon himself said he had read and investigated each of 
the 13 Mandated Reports, which would include the ones where the home which 
Laurynn and her twin were forced to live, were reported?  

And fresh off of this latest unnecessary death of a child on the rez, George Sheldon 
abruptly up and quit his position just under Marianne McMullen (I know, the visual 
image on that is icky. Just go with it) to run for Florida Attorney General.  

I’m reading his FB page and all the praise being heaped upon the man for his 
‘outstanding’ work and especially so when he was the Director of Florida’s DCF.  

It’s astounding to me on two levels: One, that a man with the horrific record he had 
at DCF, wherein children were neglected and murdered at such an escalated rate 
that in 2009 Florida had the highest incidents of child deaths while in the system. 
Fully more than half the deaths in the entire nation, occurred in Florida.  

The second level of astonishment was that after he achieved this horrific record, with 
notable cases such as the little girl, brutally abused, raped, and then murdered in a 
way that horrified all who read the story, even after all of that, George Sheldon was 
tapped to join Marianne McMullen at the top of the Federal heap in Washington, DC, 
where he performed even worse, acting as Chief Obstructionist ignoring Thirteen 
Mandated Reports from the rez, including those detailing Laurynn’s dangerous 
environment, and further, obstructing Thomas Sullivan’s efforts to have rescue, 
intervention or relief for Laurynn and her twin, but all the other children detailed in 
those reports as well.  

Now, having not rescued a single child in crisis on the rez, having ignored the 
reports, and having several more child deaths because of his ‘fantastic work’, he is 
being promoted by the Democratic Party for Florida Attorney General.  

As Attorney General in Florida, he can easily thwart, obstruct or refuse to investigate 
any cases that might reflect back on those earlier child murders or any abuses that 
occurred under his policies.  
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Someone needs to ask Mr. Sheldon, Info@georgesheldon2014.com, why he has 
obstructed Thomas Sullivan’s work and does he feel responsible for the death of 
Laurynn Whiteshield.  Ask him over and over again, until he gives a real answer.  He 
is, after all, aspiring to Attorney General. What kind of obstruction does he have 
planned for that office?  

When people rise to positions of power, and they use those positions to either hurt 
children or to allow children to be hurt, there is something else going on that we can’t 
fully see, but the form of which comes more and more into shape as we examine the 
true record, in this case, of Mr. Sheldon.  

Mr. Sheldon’s FB page deletes any comments, regardless of how politely they are 
posed, that alert the readers, those supporters and potential supporters, to the real 
life outcomes of Mr. Sheldon’s work.  The comments are deleted within minutes if 
not sooner.  

So, if you look into Mr. Sheldon’s FB page and you pose serious questions politely, 
or refer people to links either in my blog or in the CNN story that ran last month, 
which shows the results of Mr. Sheldon’s incompetence and or neglect (I am being 
polite here, not calling it ‘criminal obstruction’), please do as one reader has done 
and screenshot your comment and send to me for future reference.  

I’m a die hard Democrat.  But when I see someone as bad as this come down the 
pike, I would be ashamed of myself if I did not do everything in my power to wake 
people up to what he is and how bad he has already been for Florida’s Children, and 
children on Spirit Lake Reservation, and how bad he will be for Florida, and a black-
eye for the Democratic Party overall.   

I have no love for the GOP in general, but so far, let’s face it; the only member of 
Congress to lift a finger to do anything for any of the children on SLN has been 
Kevin Cramer, (R) of North Dakota.   

Heidi Heitkamp, gotta love her, has found a way to do nothing, but set up some 
committee, corner $2M taxpayer dollars which I can guarantee you, will go nowhere 
but into the pockets of pals.  

There is nothing to ‘study’ about the urgency of children being forced to live in 
abusive homes or forced to live with sexual predators. It’s a crime. They need to be 
removed from those homes right away, and the predators need to be arrested for 
parole violations.  So far, despite two years or more of these reports coming in, none 
of that has happened.  

Tim Purdon has failed to arrest one child rapist. Heitkamp wants to ‘study’ as if 
somehow child rape is ‘different’ or perhaps so prevalent it’s harmless? Study what? 
Study why the police won’t arrest? Study why corruption is fostered and protected?  
Study what?  
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Take your time, Heidi. No hurry. Children are being raped every day out there, you 
go ahead and get that committee up and running, and you all hold some meetings, 
and maybe write a paper or two… but whatever you do, don’t actually do anything.  

Thomas Sullivan has been forbidden by his superiors, Sheldon among them while 
he was still in ACF/HHS, to write anymore Mandated Reports.  See? Problem 
solved! Don’t allow reports so that makes the problem go away.  

Does that sound like the kind of man that should be elected to such a crucially 
important position as Attorney General for Florida?  

Making the paperwork disappear doesn’t make the problem go away, but it does 
allow those who are the cause of the problems, the most corrupt, to breathe easier 
and it allows those in government to dine with them, do fund raisers with them and to 
accept donations from them, without that pesky problem of their crimes against 
children messing up the photo ops.  

Politics has become a game, a sport if you will, of style over substance.  It used to 
be the rare misfit, but now, it’s become more and more overall, the herd.   

Anyone that can praise a man like George Sheldon, despite the suffering he has 
caused, signals to me that we are completely without any media that will actually 
inform people.  Most “news” is not brought to us by ‘journalists’ but rather 
‘performed’ by ‘newsreaders’ that are telegenic, and will mindlessly read press 
releases offered by the very persons they are supposed to be researching.  

So many ‘written by’ stories in newspapers are word for word lifted directly from the 
press releases, with the paper putting a writer’s name on it, to make it appear as if 
there was really a reporter out there, doing research, interviewing, etc… We are all 
being cheated out of well-researched real information. In its place, we receive 
clichés, unsubstantiated high praise of those who are, at their core, incompetent, 
corrupt, inept.   

Media, print and TV, become complicit in this ‘sport’ which is played for ‘ratings’ and 
nothing more.  Integrity? Not this century.  It’s out of ‘fashion’.  

Politicians support and enable corruption. The corrupt enable and support the 
politicians.  Rarely, very rarely, one rises above it all. But so far, they’ve only made 
speeches, latched onto money, held meetings.  

Tell you what, Ms. Heitkamp, when it is you or your child that is raped, instead of an 
arrest, I’m going to suggest we form a study group, a committee, and that we pay 
ourselves a couple million dollars and we discuss whatever and perhaps, three 
years later, such as with the expiration of your study group, we might issue a report 
on your rape. But don’t expect an arrest.  

In fact, if you’re a child on the rez and you are forced to live with a rapist while these 
committees and meetings go on, and millions are spent, you can expect to be raped 
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until the rapist either gets tired or you, or kills you.  Imagine that being you, any of 
you. Now you see why I’m not impressed with Heidi’s ‘Committee’ that has yet to 
state a goal or a mission, that everyone is applauding, and why I cannot ‘fathom’ the 
wild warm-up comedian happy talk surrounded George Sheldon.  

The fight to rescue these children and to stop the ongoing rapes, prevent the next 
child murder, carries on, in earnest, by those who have, at great personal and 
professional risk, sounded the alarms and made the reports.  

It is ‘unfathomable’ that none of those who have the power and the authority, and 
indeed, the obligation, to act, refuse to act and who instead, deliberately obstruct 
those trying to rescue these children from the predators and abusers.  

I wonder if Judge Erickson knew when he said “no one sought help for this child,” 
that those who were actively, fiercely seeking help for that child and for other 
children are being opposed by those whom he probably admires in the political 
echelons?  

I wonder if he realizes that the people he was condemning were those in ACF, the 
USAG, HHS and Tribal Social Services?  

I think he thought he was condemning the family where the sweet precious little girl 
was murdered.  I can’t condemn them for not helping. They are themselves so 
damaged from multi-generational abuse and untreated PTSD, that the abuse 
seemed ‘normal’ to them.  

They were so incapable of caring for and protecting children that the children had 
been removed from them Eight times. Who is responsible here? The people deemed 
so irresponsible and incapable that their children were removed Eight times? Or 
those who forced them to take on twin baby girls they had no capacity to care for?  

Bear in mind, those girls were removed from a safe, loving, nurturing home that had 
rescued them from previous abuse and neglect.  Who did that? Is not that person or 
that agency at all responsible for this horrific outcome?  

Or do all these agencies, high and low, have no responsibility whatsoever for the 
damage done when they place children into known dangerous homes?  Is he aware 
that there are more children in exactly or worse circumstances right now? Is he 
aware that he is also now, in a position to ‘help’?  

Judge Erickson, are you ‘outraged’ on any level, by those who ignored those 
reports? By those who lied about investigating her case and the others and said 
there was no danger? By those who have harassed, threatened, intimidated, 
ridiculed and smeared those who have, with every fiber of their being, sought help, 
rescue for that little girl and for so many others?  

People were doing everything they legally could, short of kidnapping her (and a 
hundred others) to save her. Do you have any praise for their efforts? Will you do 
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anything to assist their efforts? Or shall we just wait for the next horrific, gut 
wrenching murder of a tiny child, and go through this whole act again?  

Judge Erickson, you are now in a position to do something meaningful in the name 
of “Justice” for Baby Laurynn.  You are now in a position to do something that could 
possibly save the life of the next child, already in danger, already being horrifically 
abused.  If you do nothing to help, will some future judge condemn your inaction, 
however indirectly, as ‘unfathomable’?  

Judge Erickson, if you are truly as appalled as you sounded at sentencing, and if 
you want the those who loved Laurynn to feel any sense of ‘Justice’, you would, in 
your capacity as an officer of the court, demand that those who are responsible, who 
are paid from our tax dollars to do this job and protect our children from these 
monsters, and who instead, fed that little girl, and others, directly to the monsters, 
you would demand an investigation, at a criminal level, into their actions and their 
failures to act in the face of clear evidence of danger and abuse.  

Otherwise, Judge Erickson, you’re just another player on the stage, feigning outrage, 
hoping political favors will rain down upon you as those who actually caused this, 
climb their political ladders into those heady ethers of greater and grander things to 
come.  

I’m sure they will invite you to their fundraisers. I’m sure you’ll cut a check. But I 
wouldn’t attend and I would not make a contribution if I were you. Because, knowing 
what you know now, that would be, dare I say it? “Unfathomable”.  

You know where to find me.  

~Cat 

 


